DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
The decisive thing is that Madame Lupescu is a Jewess, that she
stands at the King's side, that the King's major problem is to keep
his relations sweet with a fanatically anti-Jewish Reich — and
that only in Rumania has an anti-Jewish pro-German leader
been killed. Bear in mind that the Reich does not believe in the
theory of unpremeditated and sporadic acts of Jewish vengeance,
but believes that every Jew throughout the world is working to
bring about war between the anti-Jewish Reich and the Powers
that are not anti-Jewish, and you will begin to see the great diffi-
culties that lie ahead of King Carol.
This brings us to Corneliu Codreanu, son of a Polish father and a
German mother, leader of the Iron Guard, a dark and fanatical
figure, whose followers throughout Rumania looked to him with
the same mystic adoration that many Germans have for Hitler.
Up to the time of Goga's Government the Iron Guard was gaining
ground day and night. At the polls, it might in the end have
swept the country. When King Carol dismissed Goga and sup-
pressed political parties, Codreanu seemed to think the game was
up, or he thought his life to be in danger, or he decided on a
bluff.
He announced that he would retire from politics and withdraw
to Italy. He was not allowed to leave the country. Instead, he
was arrested and put on trial for treason. Evidence was produced
that he was in German pay. A man who was present at the trial —
a Jew, incidentally — told me that he was dubious about that
evidence. It consisted of an incriminating document said to have
been found on Codreanu's desk — and such men do not leave
treaties with foreign powers lying about. No doubt exists about
Codreanu's sympathy for Hitlerist National Socialism, about his
wish to introduce a Rumanian form of it in his own country.
He was sentenced to ten years penal servitude, which, as such
rigorous confinement goes in Rumania, he was not expected to
survive. He disappeared into prison.
Now came the dramatic sequel, a thing unlooked-for and extra-
ordinary, that overclouds all German-Rumanian relations and
will yet bear sinister fruit — the killing of Codreanu. This in-
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